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Division 324 „Sustainable Development“ 



N 

Continuity since 2002 
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2002 2004 2008 2012 

2005 

+ Indicator-Reports 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014  

Next 

Progress 

Report 

2016 

2015 
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Economic 

performance, the 

protection of 

natural resources 

and social 

responsibility are to 

be united so that 

developments will 

be permanently 

sustainable 

Broad Concept of 

Sustianable Development 
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Sustainability Management 
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Foreign Affairs  

Interior  

Justice and 

Consumer 

Protection  

Finance  

Economics and  

Technology  

Labour and Social Affairs  

 

 Food and Agriculture 

Defence  

Family, Senior Citizens’, 

Women’s and Youth Affairs 

Health  

Transport and Digital 
Infrastructure 

Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Buildings and 

Nuclear Safety  
Education and Research 

Economic Cooperation  

and Development  

Chancellery  
     - chair - 

State Secretaries‘ Committee 
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Reports to the  

 State Secretaries‘ Committee 

... where we got the idea … 
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The German Council for SD 

 

 

• Inaugurated April 2001  

• 15 members, appointed by 

the Chancellor 

for three years   (last: July 

2013)  

• Advises the Federal 

Government on all matters 

relating to sustainable 

development 

• Important stakeholder in the 

public dialogue. 

 

Marlehn 

Thieme, chair 
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Peer Reviews 2009/2013 

Experts from Canada, Finland, 

Malaysia, the Netherlands, South 

Africa, South Korea, Sweden, 

United Kingdom, United States 

Facilitated by the German Council, 

mandated by the Federal 

Government   

2009: „Sustainability `made in Germany´ - We 

Know You can do it“ 

2013: „We are impressed by the progress 

made in the four years since we last visited 

Germany …“ 
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Parliamentary 

Advisory Committee  

on Sustainable Development 

 

 

• First established 2004 

• 17 members 

• Gives the NSDS a 

parliamentary dimension 

• Plays a role in developing 

goals, measures and 

instruments  

• Enters into dialogue with other 

parliaments, particularly in the 

European Union  

• Evaluates the sustainability 

impact assessment of the 

Federal Government 
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Monitoring of the NSDS 

38 indicators/targets 

21 sectors  

 
Examples 

Energy productivity 

 Doubling between 1990 and 2020 

 

Land use 

 Reduction in daily increase  

to 30 hectares by 2020 

 

 

 10 management rules 
 

 Example  
 “Each generation must solve its 

own problems and not burden the 
next generations with them. It must 
also make provisions for 
foreseeable future problems.”  
(Basic Rule) 
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Independent analysis by the Federal 

Statistical Office  

 

Indicator Report 

Target will be acchieved or 

nearly acchieved (16) 

Development in the right 

direction, but gap between  

5 and 20 % will remain (6) 

Development in the right 

direction, but gap of more 

than 20 % will remain (10) 

Development in the wrong 

direction (6) 
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Sustainability-weather in Germany 
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Sustainability Impact Assessment 
applicable to all laws and all regulations 

    “A declaration must be made on whether the impact of 

the project is in line with sustainable development, 

especially what the long-term impact of the project will 

be.” 

 (Par. 44 Section 1 Sentence 4 Standing Orders of the 

Ministries („Gemeinsame Geschäftsordung der 

Bundesministerien“/ GGO) of 27th May 2009) 
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Steps of  

the assessment 

  scoping 

 assessment     

 declaration 

Strategy as 

guideline  

Cabinet Decision 

§§§ 

F
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• 2015 milestone year for international sustainable 

development issues.  

• We are committed to achieving an ambitious, 

people-centred, planet-sensitive and universally 

applicable Post-2015 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development that integrates the three dimensions 

of sustainable development – environmental, 

economic and social – in a balanced manner. 

• In order to mobilize appropriate action in and by 

all countries and by all stakeholders, we support 

the formulation and communication of key policy 

messages. 

17 

• We are committed to building a new global partnership based on universality, 

shared responsibility, mutual accountability, efficient and effective 

monitoring and review and a multi-stakeholder approach to our common 

goals of ending extreme poverty by 2030 and transitioning to sustainable 

development. 
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NSDS and SDG- 

Implementation 

• Germany engages for an ambitious 

Post 2015 agenda for sustainable 

development 

• National implementation of the Post 

2015 Agenda as a very important task, 

requires action by all stakeholders  

• German Sustainable development 

Strategy essential framework for the 

national implementation of the Post 

2015-Agenda.  

• The national indicators and targets 

will be further developed in light of the 

SDGs  
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Cabinet decision 3. Dec 2014 
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State Secretaries‘ Committee 

29 Sept 2014 
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• All countries have to 

contribute to implementation 

• NSDS as frame for 

discussion and interservice-

consultation of national 

implementation of post 

2015-agenda 

• Council for SD to be asked 

to deliver recommendations 

for necessary changes of 

structure and management of 

the NSDS 
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Recommendation  

of the German SD-

Council to the 

Federal Government  

26 May 2015 

 

„The NSDS is  

the suitable 

instrument for 

implementation of the 

SDGs in Germany“ 

 

 

20 



N 

State Secretaries‘ Committee 

17 Nov 2014 
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• More longtime perspective, 

oriented as possible on 2030 

• Ministries are asked to 

examine existing indicators 

with a view to necessary 

adjustments and a target for 

2030. 

• Decision followed by 

proceedings of 

Interdepartmental 

Sustainability Indicators 

Working Group 
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Comparison SDGs –  

Indicators of NSDS (I) 
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Comparison SDGs –  

Indicators of NSDS (II) 
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NSDS 2016/ 

Progress Report 

• Decision to be taken in 

autumn 2016  

• Based on public dialogue, 

starting  

29 Oct 2015  

(conferences, internet)  
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• New indicators, new goals/targets, 2030 

• Shorter, more action-oriented strategy; integrated strategy, more 

importance for international dimension 

• Take SDGs (1-17) as the new structure for indicators/targets 
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Sustainable 

Development 

Strategies of the 

federal countries 

(adopted or in 

process of 

preperation) 

Role of 

Federal 

Countries 

by review of 

NSDS 
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Merkel, 3 June 2015 

26 

„ Für die Umsetzung der 

Post-2015-Agenda in 

Deutschland bietet sich 

die Nationale 

Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie 

als wesentlicher 

Rahmen geradezu an … 

Ebenso beharrlich  

wirbt die Bundesregierung 

dafür, dass auch die EU-

Strategie für nachhaltige 

Entwicklung gestärkt 

wird. Das Thema 

Nachhaltigkeit muss auf 

allen Ebenen fest 

verankert werden.“  
NSDS and SDS 
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www.nationale-

nachhaltigkeitsstrategie.

de 
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