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Content of the presentation

The UN Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals
Overview of progress and EU institutions’ work on SDG implementation
EESC policy work on SDG implementation

How to create a non-silo approach to stakeholder involvement on
Agenda 2030 implementation



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
1 UNIVERSAL AGENDA, 17 GOALS

a0t

2015 e LA
| 2050} B © =

i
9 EE U
ol K > 3 BN




Overview of EU institutions work on SDG implementation (l)

* European Commission:

Europear

Reflection Paper “Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030”
(January 2019)

m— v" Three scenarios:

REFLECTION PAPER )
TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE 1. Overarching strategy

EUROPE BY 2030 . . .
— 2. Policy mainstreaming

3. Focus on external action

2 v Based on input from the high-level Multi-Stakeholder Platform
on the implementation of the SDGs
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Overview of EU institutions work on SDG implementation (ll)
 European Commission:

— Von der Leyen Commission’s political guidelines:
v’ European Green Deal

v Each Commissioner will ensure the mainstreaming of the SDGs in their policy
area and Commission as a whole responsible for SDG overall implementation

v’ Integrating the SDGs in the European Semester process

- Commission Staff Working Document Nov 2020
v Delivering on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals — A comprehensive approach
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Overview of EU institutions work on SDG implementation (l1l)
European Parliament:

— Resolution “Towards an even more sustainable Union by 2030” (March 2019) — calling for EU
overarching strategy on SDGs

Council of the EU:

— Council Conclusions “Towards an ever more sustainable Union by 2030” (April 2019) under the
Romanian Presidency — calling for EU overarching strategy on SDGs

— Council Conclusions under the Finnish Presidency in December 2019 urged the Commission to
elaborate a comprehensive implementation strategy outlining timelines, objectives and concrete
measures

European Court of Auditors:
— Reporting on sustainability: A stocktake of EU Institutions and Agencies (June 2019)

Committee of the Regions:
— Opinion on “SDGs: a basis for a long-term EU strategy for a sustainable Europe by 2030” (June 2019)
- calling for EU overarching strategy on SDGs



European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) work on SDG implementation
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e EESC Sustainable Development Observatory:

Set up in 2006, first EU body dedicated to SD

Strategic approach — linking environmental,
economic and social dimensions

Convening space for civil society through events,
consultations etc.

Youth engagement in sustainability/climate



EESC opinion on the EC Reflection Paper “Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030”

Overarching strategy on the SDGs with concrete policy targets and indicators

SDG mainstreaming into all EU policy and budgetary frameworks (European
Semester, Better Regulation, MFF, etc.)

Structured involvement of civil society with a clear mandate

The European Green Deal should be a Green AND SOCIAL Deal

Europe needs a paradigm shift and a new model of growth



A strategic approach to sustainable development
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EESC Opinion “The
sustainable economy we
need”

EESC Opinion “Leaving
no one behind”

EESC Opinion “Youth

engagement on
climate and

sustainability”

EESC Opinion
“Towards an EU
strategy on sust.
consumption”

EESC Opinion
“”Digitalisation and
sustainability”




Sustainability in practice at the EESC

Training on SDGs for staff and Members
* Since 2019, trainings sessions were organised for EESC members and staff

* Increasing awareness and upgrading skills
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Sustainability in practice at the EESC

SDGs embedded in EESC communication

Integrating SDGs into our communication products
Internal communication campaign on SDGs
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Stakeholder involvement in Agenda 2030 implementation

 The EESC called for the MSP to be upgraded on the basis of successful examples like
the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform and brought into a formal and
inter-institutional consultation framework, as also recommended by the European
Parliament

 The Commission is not planning a renewal of the MSP on the SDGs or any other
structured involvement of civil society via a dedicated SDG Forum

e The EC SWD notes that the Committee of the Regions and the EESC - and its
Sustainable Development Observatory (SDO) - play an important role in
strengthening civil society involvement in the monitoring of the SDGs and enhancing
evidence-based policymaking.



EESC role in enhancing stakeholder involvement
The EESC is a bridge between civil society and the EU Institutions. The SDO

reputation provides access to the European Parliament and Council
Presidencies on SD-related issues.

The EESC Members have national and regional networks in their countries
of appointment — they often participate in debates organised by
stakeholders or by governements in the Member States.

There is an opportunity in connecting EESC Members with

national/regional parliaments to expand the debates on the Agenda 2030
implementation.



Thank you for your attention!



