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Horizon Scanner

• …may retain 22-25% of seats in the

new EP

• …may be represented in the new EU 

Commission

• …are represented in 23 of 28 national 

parliaments in EU countries

• … form part of 8 governments in EU 

countries

• …hold an absolute majority in 2 EU 

countries 

Right-wing populist parties…





Arguments against climate policy: a question of framing

Four main arguments against 

climate policy:

1. Economically 

unfavorable

2. Socially unfair

3. Environmentally harmful

4. Politically ineffective 

and illegitimate

Rising energy prices 
harm competitiveness 
and national industries

Impacts on 
flora and 

fauna

Elites benefit, 
population 

faces 
burdens

The climate goes 
on its own

Renewable 
energies cost jobs

Climate policy 
is not 

worthwhile

Climate policy 
is unjust

What about 
China and other 

BRICS?
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Green patriotism and brownish environmentalism

• Vlaams Belang: “We reject the instalment [of wind 

turbines] in areas of open space, especially in 

scenically valuable agricultural and natural areas.”

• AfD: “Für Windkraft wird Naturerbe abgeholzt. […] 

Windkraftanlagen töten Hunderttausende Vögel”

Opposition to climate poliy for environmental reasons
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Green patriotism and brownish environmentalism

• Golden Dawn: “The environment is the cradle of 

our race, it mirrors our culture and civilisation, and it 

is therefore our duty to protect it.”

• Rassemblement National: “who is rooted in their 

home, is an ecologist”, “nomadic [people] do not 

care about the environment; they have no 

homeland.” (Marine le Pen) 

Support of domestic environmentalism (localism)
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Voting behaviour in the European Parliament 

• ETS: Cost-effective emission reductions and low-carbon investments (2017)

• ESR: Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions to meet commitments under the 

Paris Agreement (2017)

• Energy efficiency (2018)

• Governance of the Energy Union (2018)

• Climate diplomacy report (2018)

• CO2  emissions for cars (2018)

• Various COP resolutions (UNFCCC)

• ….

Analysis of 22 votes on important climate and energy policies

(2009-2014; 2014-2019)
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Climate Action Network 

(CAN) Europe (2019): 

Defenders, Delayers or 

Dinosaurs: where do EU 

political groups stand on 

climate change? 
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Liberal democracy is the foundation of global climate policy

Climate policy … 

• demands science-based policy making under uncertainty

• needs profound discourse on transformative change

• requires preventative measures given scale, impact and irreversibility

• benefits from active citizen engagement

• relies on multilateralism

• requires free press and independent jurisdiction
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Climate sceptics undermine evidence-based policy-making
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Democracy’s enemies are gaining momentum
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Dangerous Liaisons in the European Parliament?
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EU climate policy is not decided at the polarised margins.
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Ambitious climate policy is a steepening uphill struggle
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Thank you for your attention. 
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Zurück zum Umweltschutz…



23



24



adelphi

Alt-Moabit 91
10559 Berlin

T +49(0)30-89 000 68-0

F +49(0)30-89 000 68-10

www.adelphi.de

office@adelphi.de


